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TO: Communicable Disease Nurses

This email is to inform you of a change in state guidance regarding patients whose HBsAg results are positive by
the screening enzyme immunoassay (EIA) but negative by the confirmatory neutralization assay (NA). In the past,
additional testing was sometimes recommended for these patients. However, after an internal review and
consultation with CDC, we would like to provide the following updated guidance:

e Patients who are HBsAg positive by the screening EIA but negative by the confirmatory NA should be
considered negative for hepatitis B infection.

Under current rules for electronic laboratory reporting, positive HBsAg screening EIA results from the State
Laboratory of Public Health (SLPH) generate new events in the North Carolina Electronic Disease Surveillance
System (NCEDSS). If this occurs and the confirmatory HBsAg NA result is negative, please assign the event to the
State Disease Registrar as a Lab Condition/Report with the case classification “does not meet criteria”.

Please note that this guidance only applies to events with a negative HBsAg NA result.

If the NA result is positive, if no NA result is received, or if it is not clear which testing method was used (EIA vs.
NA), the HBsAg should be considered positive.

More detailed guidance regarding interpretation of hepatitis B serologies will be issued by the Communicable
Disease Branch, the State Laboratory of Public Health and the Immunization Branch this summer. In the meantime,
please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this memo. Thank you.

Point-of-contact for questions:
Susan Thompson, RN, MPH
Hepatitis B/C Coordinator
919-733-9601
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